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Abstract

Considering a region as a territorially defined labor market, what’s the
regional transformation of local agriculture in globalization? The authors
present a case study of the orchid industry vis-a-vis rural development in
Taiwan and address a transformation of the concept of regions and regional
planning caused by the global flows of information and technology. Applying
the concept of ‘mode of development’ (MOD) to review the technology arrange-
ment of Phalaenopsis (moth orchid) industry in the informational and con-
sumption age, the empirical study reveals that the production-and-trade
network of Phalaenopsis industry is multiply embedded in agricultural, indus-
trial and informational modes of development. That is: via standardization of
production technology, natural bio-constraints of plants has been transformed
in terms of energy cost and output maximization; also, through artificial
hybridization breeding using bio-information, bio-control of plants growth,
market expansion contributed by telecommunication progress, vertical
disintegrated production network contributed by standardization of mass
production technology, the arrangement of output maximization has been tran-
sformed into a production-and-trade network on global level in order to quick-
ly respond market preference and shape new market demands. And based on
synergetic effect of combining new product creation, manipulation of product
cycle, and the ability and flexibility of technology standardization for various
varieties, Taiwan has become a node of the network. In time-space compres-
sion strategies, how and how well the information and technology are arranged
when flowing through the node that has become fundamentally important.
Therefore, regional planning is no longer merely issues of resource allocation
and fixing on local level; instead, it has become issues of regional develop-
mental strategies and governance, characterized by flows.
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