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Abstract

Over the world in the beginning of the twenty-first century, cities and
society are undergoing a deep historical transformation in their structure. In
terms of the huge capacity of the technological revolution in the 1970s, the
global ecbnomy has changed the ways of our production, consumption,
management, informing and thinking. The strategically dominant activities
are organized in global decision-making and exchange networks, from
financial markets to audiovisual messages. The world is asymmetrically
interdependently articulated into the global networks. This is the new
century of structural transformation we have to face, i.e. the information age,
the global economy, and the network society. And the metropolitan region

(or city-region, mega-city etc.) has been considered as a new spatial form in
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the twenty-first century. Facing the tremendous changes in global economic
restructuring and its urban restructuring, this essay focuses on the Taipei city
as a global city and the Northern Taiwan as a metropolitan region. This is the
necessary analysis of the urban and social reality for proposing urban
policies in the future. In other words, this is also the local real situation for a
local government crossing the trouble water of globalization to search for its

new role in state transformation.
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L ¥ Borja, Jordi and Castells, Manuel (1997) Local and Global: Management of Cities in the Information Age, London:
Earthscan.

S B IRA S 4 48 7 b (urbanization without cities)3. 3k H TR 1 R A T R AR %54  Castells, Manuel
(1999) “The Culture of Cities in the Information Age”, paper for the conference “Frontiers of the Mind in the
Twenty-first Century,” Library of Congress, Washington DC, June 14-18; also in Susser, Ida (ed.) (2002) The Castells
Reader on Cities and Social Theory, Oxford: Blackwell, pp: 367-389.
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T - STTERTE N - IR E HIEBSH T B E R -

EEREE  EULEEREUEERINEHRZIL - BYNGETTHO - SRR g En

* fpldo BT 2 2002 £ 11 A A AU Raed @ 2 v bR TR BAERA L -

4 B & - K 8 45 (Manuel Castells)if ¢ — e s E B M 2 MM R4S “ZFE &S (metropolitan region) & 2 T & %, 4%
EARACE 1966 FehZigmahey BT (mega-city) A3 A ¥ “WBF" —#Esag - B Castells, Manuel
(1996) The Rise of the Network Society, Oxford: B;ackwell, ch.6.

15 4e * Scott, Agnew, Soja, and Storper, (1999) “Global City-Regions”, Theme paper prepared for the conference on Global
City-Regions, UCLA, 21-23 Oct; Scott, Allen (2000) “Globalization and the Rise of City-Regions”, Globaliztion and
World Cities Studies Group and Network Research Bulletin 26. or, Scott, Allen (eds.) (2001) Global City-Regions: Trends,
Theory, Policy, New York: Oxford University Press, pp.11-32.

% : Castells, Manuel (1999) “The Culture of Cities in the Information Age,” paper for the conference “Frontiers of the
Mind in the Twienty-first Century,” Library of Congress, Washington DC, June 14-18; also in Susser, Ida (2000) The
Castells Reader on Cities and Social Theory, Oxford: Blackwell, p.373.
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7 LifisEs 44 @ Castells, Manuel (1999) “The Culture of Cities in the Information Age,” paper for the conference
“Frontiers of the Mind in the Twienty-first Century,” Library of Congress, Washington DC, June 14-18; also in Susser, Ida
(2000) The Castells Reader on Cities and Social Theory, Oxford: Blackwell, pp.367-389.
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19 Taylor, P.J., Doel, M.A., Hoyler, M., Walker, D.R F. and Beaverstock, J.V. (2000): ‘World Cities in the Pacific Rim: A
New Global Test of Regional Coberence.’ Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography 21 (3): 233-245

1 Castells, M. 2000, The Rise of the Network Society, Blackwell Publishers Inc.

2 Sagsen, Saskia (2001). “Impacts of Information Technologies on.Urban Economics and Politics.” International Journal of
Urban and Regional Research 25(2): 411-418
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15 Hall, P. (1998), Cities in Civilization. New York: Pantheon Books, 291-309, 483-500; Castells, M., 2000: 419-421

16 Castells, M. 2000: 422-424.

17 powell, W. W., Koput, K. W., Bowie, J. . and Smith-Doerr, L. (2002): The Spatial Clustering of Science and Capital:
Accounting for Biotech Firm-Venture Capital Relationships. Regional Studies 36 (3): 291-305
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