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Good or Innately Good: Human Nature in Chinese
Anarchism

YASUI Shinsuke
(Taiwan Chihlee Institute of Technology, Taipei, Taiwan)

Abstract: This essay aims to analyze the political theory on human nature as developed by China’s modern
anarchists. Anarchism is generally misunderstood as being based on the understanding that human nature is
essentially good, thereby presenting a utopian image. Chinese anarchism has been under the same situation.
However, if we study only the writings of China’s modern anarchists, we will find that their views were never
predicated on the presupposition that human nature is inherently good. On the contrary, they clearly recognized
the untrustworthiness of human nature. Therefore, their discussion focuses on the key issue of how to rein in the
evil factors in human nature, or how to improve human nature, in order for an ideal society to materialize. This
way of thinking is very similar to traditional thought, especially as espoused in Mencius and Xunzi, who also
placed special emphasis on  “Xue (learning)” in the process of moral perfection. This essay maintains that we
should not label thoughts carelessly, and when we inquire about the influence of traditional Chinese thought upon
modern Chinese thought, we must analyze their intellectual lineage.

Key words: China; anarchism; theories on human nature; humans’ natural goodness
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