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Official Travel and the Family Life
In Tang China

Hu, Yun-wei

Abstract

This article focuses on official travel and its influence on officials’
families in Tang China. The argument is divided into two parts: the first part
investigates how the political system of the Tang dynasty developed official
travel and the later half discusses its influence on family lives. Due to the
political regulations of the Tang dynasty, all of the officials undertook
official travels: making ceaseless trips among their residences, assigned
offices and the capital. Frequent transfer of office also had a significant
impact on their family lives. Given the perpetual change of position, a new
style of family life began to emerge during the Tang dynasty. Bringing the
whole family along to the newly assigned place became a new social
phenomenon. Such traveling official families completely changed the style of
family life from that prior to the Tang period.

Keywords: official travel, Tang family, life of the gentry, tourism.
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