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Official statistics have shown that Taiwanese
tax burdens have been quite low, compared with
other countries. However, public enterprises pos-
sess a lot of resources and their wastes have been
no difference from taxes because of the nature
of monopoly. In this study, we first analyze
the implicit taxes by three big public enterprises:
TaiPower, China Petroleum and Chunghwa Tele-
com. Using the results to estimate implicit taxes

of all public enterprises, the estimated effective

tax rate in 1997 for Taiwanese has been 31.3%,

instead of 16.4% stated by the government.
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1991 3,009 133
1992 3,548 118
1993 3,689 126
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1995 3,783 110
1996 3,949 98
T 3,474 112
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