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The Ethical Meaning of “Helping Heaven”
in Wang Chuanshan’s Interpretation

Ming-Chao Lin"

Abstract

Chuanshan presents lots of philosophical questions and theories via his
interpretation on Zhuangzi, and the one about the concept of “Helping Heaven”
especially deserves our attention. There are at least two reasons for this. First,
in Chuanshan’s mind, the Inner Chapters is the representative of Zhuangzi’s
thought, and the core in it is the concept, “Helping Heaven”. Second, Chuanshan
regards “Helping Heaven” not only as the core theory in Zhuangzi but also as
the standard to evaluate different theories in ancient Chinese philosophy.

The discussion of this paper is divided into three parts. First, in Chuanshan’s
interptretation, Zhuangzi’s “Helping Heaven” tells us why living is more
valuable than death. From this viewpoint, we can ask further why not all
personalities or behaviors have the same value. In the second part, we
according to Chuanshan’s interpretation, figure out the answer to the
question above from the metaphysical meaning of Zhuangzi’s “Helping
Heaven”. In the end, the paper discusses the ethical meaning of “Helping

Heaven” in Chuanshan’s interpretation.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, Wang Chuanshan, ethics, Chi, commentary on Zhuangzi
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