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The Image of Daughters and the View on
Female Education in Tu Fu’s Poems

Li-chuan Ou *
Abstract

This paper investigates Tu Fu's f1:Fj treatment of daughters in his poems
from the perspective of gender studies. In the few poems Tu Fu wrote that
touched on the subject of daughters, they are always portrayed as ignorant-
and-childish and presented in an abstract, anonymous and flat fashion, a treat-
ment that can be traced back to Tzuo Si /:f8 and T au Yuan-ming FiifiHA.
While he rarely, if ever, touched on the issue of their education, we can see
from other sources that overall Tu Fu adhered to the traditional attitude of a
gender-specific allocation of work and duties and deemed any transgression to
be the result of ethical decline and social disorder. Likewise, he emphasized
that education for females should consist of learning chores and faithfulness
and obedience to the father/husband. However, Tu Fu failed to notice the
internal imbalance that results in a female as she makes the transition from
daughter to a woman who is “ignorant-and-childish” on the inside and
“faithful and virtuous” on the outside.

Keywords: Tu Fu ftFi, Tang poetry, the image of daughters, gender, Chinese
traditional female virtues and education

*  Li-chuan Ou is an associate professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at the National
Taiwan University.



