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Whose Community? Which Future Vision?
Taiwan’s Community Movement under the Shadow
of Developmentalism

Ming-sho Ho

Abstract

It has been more than a decade since the advent of Taiwan’s community movement,
which not only revitalizes suppressed local identity, but also makes possible
idealistic public participation. With official sponsorship, the attention of community
movement activists is constantly expanding; now they are engaged with issues of
preserving cultural heritage, environmental protection, rebuilding after disaster, and
promotion of industry. While existing literature has pointed some pathologies, such
as over-dependency on government resources, factionalism and political strife, and
miscommunication within academic circles, this paper argues that developmentalism
also hinders further growth of community movement. As a prevalent ideology,
developmentalism holds that economic growth is the sole precondition of the
improvement of wellbeing. This paper highlights the fact that most community
residents still subscribe to this mentality, even though they seemingly share
local identity as advocated by community activists. I use the case of the Ciaotou
community movement to substantiate my argument, giving special attention to the
protest against the route planning of the Kaohsiung Mass Rapid Transit. In short,
while local identity has been successfully established as a broadly-based consensus
in Taiwan’s political culture, “whose community and which future vision” remains as

contentious.

Keywords: community movement, local identity, developmentalism, Ciaotou.
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