5 PHIF M - 85

FAMTEMSE A

RN AT

wm =

TEERS ) THT G E g S5 R A PP RYRR L
— 0 ARSTHYIAEL > THIERESCREIE T 5% ) SRR T
At T EEEM RN BB T EFEOEE ) 1M D
TR RHEERIE S R RIRTTSUE T AT [
EFREFRATEAR T ERER, BT REEER, -

B3R R PAEER Y - B AR R E T e BT IEIRE
By TAAE L - BERT T IERS S EARERFTID LRI EE - RS
R AR - Anfer TR (A JEUEE S BREGIE NG S(L o B A
pREE TIENG G HE B R R EEEEE O - RIS HTL
O#EMR MBEEE A, wiltdl T " HAE% ) awil it FMrgsR
A - BB=fBrmE ek, BTk, B T g, > —HE
MER T B aal PRy B O BB RIR G - — T EIER T &
R RSP ERRE L ~ TR ~ 2SRV M BR AR - BB PUED
(3R RS am AU FRBE - fEm B8 R A T B B s B R 1 - A EEE
B R RE L SR B AYE I EGR - BRE T AN R
AT TR TS (R0 (FESR) Ry [ AE i B st B P v 22 - A0
A OASERER By TS, o [FIRFRREE R s(LERENE T Y
ENCEROES

RAREET : 5F - Ok 0 IENS > FFA > EERME - BRE  BIREEE
PERIEG

*
AL 9559 A 6A MM 9B FI11LA2AFEAA o
fRolbhdr o B2 EB KREIPEELE R -

IS H 35455 64200644 11 A - A 85-134



86 soix# - 3735% - 5Y6H] - 2006 F 11 F|

We Are All Like Taiwanese

Hsiao-hung Chang”

Abstract

The “Taike phenonmenon” has been in recent years one of the
hottest and most controversial cultural issuesin Taiwan. This essay
attempts to shift the focus of the question, “Who are the Taike?” in
current discussions by posing a slightly different question: “What
are the Taike like?” The argument will be developed from and
elaborated upon the theorization of “simularity” as both the image
crash and the route detour created by constant re-cite/re-site of
global popular cultureinlocal con-texts.

The argument is divided into four parts. Part | deals with the
“simularity” between Taike and Hip-Hopper by focusing on the
tacky, mix & match, retro dress style of the “Hip-Hop Tai” as the
glocalization of Hip-Hop culture in Taiwan. Part 11 explores the
hybrid image of the “Hip-Hop Tai” as a subversive potential in the
discoursive formation of national identity in Taiwan by comparing
the current “authentic Taike” discourse with the “fake Taiwanese”
discourse developed in the early 90s. Part 111 tries to foreground
the androcentric and masculinist tendency in current Taike
discourses by examining the involved gender politics in the newly
created term “Taimei” as the female counterpart of Taike. The
“simularity” between Taimei and the “Spice Girl” will also be
mapped out as the transhistorical, transnational and transcultural
routing of glocal fashion. Part IV would shift the focus of
discussion back to the possible disruption between visual and aural
images of Taikei and Taimei to reveal how the *Tawanese
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Mandarin” accent could return as the repressed historical trauma
This revelation will further lead to the final problematization of
“simularity” as the cultural crash between the postmodern and the
postcolonial: the former's carnivalesque overturning of
inside/outside, local/global, copy/original seems to collapse
constantly into the latter’s traumatic lagging behind as the
inescapable symptom of cultural marginality.

Keywords: Taike, Taimei, Hip Hop, fashion, globalization, route,
national identity, gender politics
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