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Thinking through the Minor, Transnationally

Francoise Lionnet and Shu-mei Shih

Trans. Shang-yu Sheng; Trans. editor: Jung Su’

Abstract

Serving as the “Introduction” to the volume Minor
Transnationalism published in 2005, this essay argues for what
might be called “minor transnational studies” in which minority
cultures from different geopolitical locations are posited in
comparative and transnational frameworks vis-a-vis each other
rather than always in relation to majority cultures. The
minor-to-minor horizontal relationality is seen as a productive locus
of transformative cultural practices that theorizes, historicizes, and
performs new forms of culture. Situated among ethnic studies,
minority discourse, area studies, postcolonial studies, and those
minor transnational studies organized around a particular colonial
language (such as Francophone, Hispanophone, Lusophone, and
Sinophone studies), this essay makes a principled critique of each of
these disciplinary models to better account for the complexity of

minority articulation in the contemporary age of transnationalization.
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