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WOMEN IN FARM PRODUCTION:
A COMPARISON STUDY OF FLOWER AND VEGETABLE GROWERS

ABSTRACT

Farm women, as women in urban areas, confront with double or over workload
in reproduction and production spheres. In the current market, capital accumulation
and patriarchal farming system, their actual contributions to agriculture is seldom
visualized by public census data, agricultural extension service, and agricultural
development and planning.

In order to avoid the obscurity, this study attempt to investigate women’s work
status in family based agricultural labor process from a much feminist perspective
based on the critique of the biased conceptualization of farm labor in micro-economy
and political economy perspectives and the suppression imposed on women In
patriarchal and family survival strategy perspectives. This study aims to apply a
broad concept of farm labor to document women’s participation in flower growing; to
compare women’s work participation between flower and vegetable growers; and to
analyze correlates of their participation at three levels -- individual, family, and social
cultural levels.

Based on the previous research on women in vegetable farming, this study is
constructed as a subsequent research which focuses on flower growers; further to carry
a comparison study of vegetable and flower growers. It is expected that this
comparison study would provoke policy makers to be concerned about women's
substantial contributions to agriculture; to provide agricultural extension agency the
well base to design appropriate programs concerning farm women; to draw Taiwanese
rural sociologists’ attention to the research on gender issues in agricultural activities;
and more importantly to promote women’s consciousness of gender roles and status
in farm families.

KEY WORDS: Farm Labor, Family Farm Labor Process, Gender Division of Farm
Labor, Work Pattern.
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