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The Interpretations of “Guanju” in the
“Confucius on Poetry” Section of
Shanghai Museum Collection of Chu Bamboo
Manuscripts: A Critical Analysis

Chang Pao —san”

Abstract

This paper investigates several bamboo slips drawn from the
“Confucius on Poetry” ( fl FFfam ) Section of Shanghai Museum
Collection of Chu Bamboo Manuscripts ( { FiSTEIEEREERETE) ),
Volume One. The bamboo slips under investigation include the
Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, and Fourteenth, all of which involve the
interpretation of “Guanju” ( BAHE ). The purpose is to elucidate the
implications of these slips for our understanding and interpretation of

“Guanju”. In addition, views of contemporary scholars will also be
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briefly discussed.

By way of this investigation, we believe that “the change of
Guanju” ( " (FHBE) 2, ) in the Tenth Slip (85+fH ) should be
read as “change” ( " @, ). Also in the tenth slip, the phrase
“Guanju uses lust to explain the rites” ( T (FAME ) DAAUIRHARE , )
should be read simultaneously with “sayings” in Silk Inscriptions
{(boshu) “Five Elements” Chapter 25. Finally, the author of “Confu-
cius on Poetry” seems to have divided “Guanju” into four chapters,
which is different from the three chapters of Mao Zhuan or the five
chapters of Zheng Jian. This significant difference has its special

meaning in the history of the studies on the Book of Odes.

Key words: Book of Odes, Confucian bamboo slips. Confucius on

Poctry. Guanju, Interpretations
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