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Abstract

For the politicized literary and cultural studies, there has been a tendency, since the 1990s, to
bring together two (or more) previously segregated but evidently related problematics for
critical exploration. This latest development would not be possible had critical discourse not
reached an advanced stage, but it is already a belated response to the factual connections of
the concerned issues (specifically colonialism/race and gender/sexuality in this project) in the
modern cultural imaginary. Before, “analogy” was the commonest and actually the only
conceptual scheme available for understanding such connections, which themselves, however,
have gradually begun to show complexities that demanded a much more sophisticated
approach. That is why | am proposing “intersection” or even “convergence’ to replace
“analogy” asthe real adequate conceptualization to be deployed here. After al, recent studies



have demonstrated colonialism/race and gender/sexuality as sharing some common originsin
the grand cultural configuration known as modernity. In other words, these two groups of
issues are much more closely related, or, to put it more accuratedly, entwined, than the
conceptual scheme of “analogy” suggests. Yet the entwinement in question is not just
historical, and therefore can be traced in the Foucauldian manner, it also has its psychical
dimensions within that grand narrative, which calls for loca anaysis with the help of
psychoanalysis. And the present research project comprises these two main aspects of critical
exploration.

Keywords. colonialism, race, gender, sexuality, analogy, intersection, convergence,
modernity
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This research project aims at achieving a preliminary synthesis of the cultural symptoms and
critical issues recurrent in the colonial and racial condition that is “always aready” gendered
and sexualized. This must sound extremely schematic, but it is exactly the main purpose of
the project to construct an analytical scheme that may integrate into a systematic whole the
various phenomena that occur under the gendered and sexualized colonial/racial condition,
along with their existent political readings. Therefore this project will not engage critical
discussions merely at the level of analysing concrete phenomena—such as Tarzan, King Kong,
Fanon, the alternative American literary tradition as theorized by Ledlie Fiedler, and the
recent black-white buddy films of Hollywood—»but will try to tease out the epistemic
connections and possible patterns underlying al of them. That is because abundant researches
have already covered almost al of these interesting topics in recent years and the accumul ated
materials, in my opinion, cal for a synthesis at the metacritical level if the approach and the
field is not to repeat itself but to advance to new grounds. Nevertheless this project is never
merely one of compilation and survey because there is still a unique perspective from which
the critical synthesisis to be achieved. That is, all the thinking derives from the viewpoint of
the racial and sexual others which considerably complicates and troubles the dominant regime
and thus providesinsightful glimpses of the system’s working.
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Anaogy is no doubt the most ready and common way of connecting issues that are generally
regarded as discrete—in this case, race, nation and colonialism on the one side, and sex,
gender and sexuality on the other. However, recent critical thinking has begun to question the
adequacy of such a simplistic conceptualization and proposed to think beyond analogy, even
if it is proved to be politically useful for those who suffer under the epistemic regime founded
on it (Somerville 32-33). For example, Judith Butler, while focusing her critical attention on
“normative heterosexuality” as one of the determinants of the “bodily matter of sex” which is
her main concern, also tangentially notices “other regimes of regulatory production” at work,
the most significant of which is “race” (17-18). She particularly names two models of
understanding to be avoided in this undertaking. The first is the reductive approach, “which
would reduce racial differences to the derivative effects of sexua difference,” and the second
is analogic one, which “would set up racism and homophobia and misogyny as parallel or
analogical relations.” Believing that “[t]he symbolic [. . .] is aso and always a racia
industry,” she actually thinks that the “addition” of race “subverts the monolithic workings of
the heterosexual imperative’ and that is why sexual difference should never be regarded as
“no only autonomous in relation to racial articulation but somehow more prior, in atemporal
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or ontological sense.” That is why the reductive approach is to be avoided. Asto the problems
with the anal ogic approach, she says.

The assertion of their abstract or structural equivalence not only misses the specific

histories of their construction and elaboration, but also delays the important work of

thinking through the ways in which these vectors of power require and deploy each other
for the purpose of their own articulation. Indeed, it may not be possible to think any of
these notions ior their interrelations without a substantially revised conception of power

[...] inthe contemporary tributaries of its intersecting circulation. (18)

To substantiate such a methological insight, Butler suggests one particular field for critica
exploration, which is “to rethink the scenes of reproduction and, hence, of sexing practices
not only as ones through which a heterosexual imperative is inculcated, but as ones through
which boundaries of racial distinction are secured as well as contested.”

And this is exactly what recent studies in a historical vein have concentrated on and
found out about modernity. Especialy relevant to the present concern, Siobhan B. Somerville
in Queering the Color Line, points out that “the emergence of a discourse on homosexuality
in the United States occurred at roughly the same time that boundaries between ‘black’ and
‘white’ were being policed and enforced in unprecedented ways, particularly through
ingtitutionalized racial segregation” (16). This, however, is not just a historical coincidence.
Instead, “the structures and methodol ogies that drove dominant ideologies of race also fueled
the pursuit of knowledge about the homosexual body: both sympathetic and hostile accounts
of homosexuality were steeped in asumptions that had driven previous scientific studies of
race” (17). To substantiate this interesting claim, Somerville points out three ways of this
convergence. The first is comparative anatomy, developed originaly for the purpose of
establishing scientific distinctions of races, later also deployed to identify the inverts, for both
categories were considered to exhibit visible traces identifiable by scientific examination. The
second is the eugenicist concern with degeneracy, directed originally towards the figure of the
mulatto, but then aiming at homosexuality as well. And the third is the later shift of medical
model to one concerned with the object choice, which regards both interracia and
homosexual desire as perverse precisely in this aspect.

Besides this historical approach, Butler also suggests the psychoanalytical one, which,
with itsinbuilt concern with issues of sex, gender and sexualities, seems capable of effecting a
readily made convergence if it can be used to tackle questions of race, nation and colonialism.
However, convergence through this approach proves to be much more complicated and
difficult despite various attempts. One attempt is to provide a synthetic explanation for racism
and homophobia as these two forms of preudices are no doubt constitutive parts of the
modern formation of race and (homo)sexuality. Yet neither Elisabeth Young-Bruehl's
psychoanalytically informed model of theoretical articulation in The Anatomy of Prejudices
nor Robert Samuels's textual analysis based on Young-Bruehl’'s model in Wfiting Preudices
can be regarded as a ground-breaking success upon which future works of a similar vein can
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be based. While psychoanalytical works can always go back to the origina works of such
masters as Freud and Lacan for inspirations, in this case it should be undertaken with
reservations and sometimes caution. For Kalpana Seshadri-Crooks in her excellent Desiring
Whiteness: A Lacanian Analysis of Race manages only to explain existent racial formation in
Lacanian terms and probably nothing more. Freud himself proves to be more symptomatic of
than illuminating on the modern racial/sexual formation. Not to mention the even more deeply
troubled and troubling Fanon.
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