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KNOWLEDGE OF INVOLUNTARY ADMISSION IN THE
MENTAL HEALTH ACT: COMPARISON BETWEEN MEDICAL
AND NONMEDICAL PERSONNEL

CHueH CHANG

By using a structured questionnaire, 175
families and 478 psychiatric-mental health related
personnels i.e. 194 public nurses, 104 local po-
licemen, and 180 neighborhood workers are sur-
veyed for knowledge of the Mental Health Act
especially in involuntary evaluation and compul-
sory admission to the hospital.

The subject's knowledge level of Mental
Health Act is relatively low. The percentage of
correct answer from different groups of the sub-

ject are ranged from 26% to 78%. However, the

JunG FenG Hsu

public nurse group has the highest percentage.

The result shows that propaganda for Men-
tal Health Act is inadequate since the law has
been enacted. Both mental health worker and lay
people are not clear about the 6b1igation and right
of the caretakers (gardians). This study further
implies that the knowledge of social resources
and process of helping the mentally disturbed hos-
pitalized should be strengthened..(Chin J Public
Health (Taipei) ; 1995 14 (5) : 426-437)

Key Words: Mental Health Act, Involuntary Admission ,Psychiatric Patients

Institute of Public Health, College of Public Health, National Taiwan University

FEEREE 1995, Vol.14, No.5

437





