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“An Organic Behemoth Fossilized by a
Black Magic Curse”

The Pseudo-Baroque lllegal Structure of Tangut Inn*

Ping-ta Ku**

Abstract

Kimchew Ng has once accused Yijun Luo’s 470,000-word Zangut Inn
of being monstrously excessive, but this paper contends that Luo’s feverish
will to write towards infinity grants him the possibility to create a pseudo-
baroque space. Kailin Yang has pointed out that Luo “displays the limit
of baroque writing,” but this paper aims to read Tangut Inn in relation to
Taiwan’s complicated historical background, and tries to trace the source of
Luo’s “Baroque fantasy of architecture.” In Taiwan, the “Baroque style” is
often erroneously used to refer to Pseudo-European or Semi-European buildings
constructed under Japanese rule. As far as the history of architecture is
concerned, the Baroque era ended around 1725, yet such Japanese colonial
architecture is indeed conceptually evocative of Baroque architecture, for both
emphasize sovereignty, order, surveillance and light. These four characteristics
define what Zangut Inn is not: the space of Tangut Inn is dark and cramped,
and its structure resembles a temporary “military dependents’ village” that
is illegally built upon a former Japanese colony. Zangut Inn mirrors Taiwan’s
perpetual state of being colonized by different sovereignties and Taiwanese
people’s apathy towards history. Such a state of exception (stato di accezione) is
reflected by Taiwan’s chaotic cityscape, where illegal structures multiply outside

the legitimate space. As a metaphorical illegal structure, the chaotic pastiche of

Tangut Inn is the working title for my translation project on Yijun Luo’s Xixia Luguan; the
project is funded by the National Museum of Taiwan Literature.
*k

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, National

Taiwan University.
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Tangut Inn displays another state of exception: a writing that is located outside

the grammatical space.

Keywords: Yijun Luo, Zangut Inn, the illegal structure, the baroque, heterotopia, the

state of exception
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T3 AT B R 2R S ) SRR B B — Ay T FEMT L - Mg
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FEEHEEBRIAZLIRIAEE - Hrha B RE TR IR (53) - &
AT EATFIATAE AR I P58 SE R I P B AR AR ) » 7 W 2 [
BFEEMPE AN BRI 1 B 2 — R B T BUE AR T A e ™ 28 2 BREE

6 ARIEIUBHE T SR aySCEAT B BRI ) thRIE S - T KA B W B B SR
F AT EIBIRA 5 R ET AR 2 GRZE) EIT 2 HEIRTERTE o GREO P Hifdh
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7 HEGE— DR P EL R ) T DU EE L - BT T L2 SR WU (A SR ST
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Yy Hp KRR S HMEYIERE o IRIELTEYIIER - OB A 2R i T S B2 i 2
M o NIRRT AR G SR B RO TE G 22 1) - FHECHY - RAEMTR R ~ WEN ST A
ZERIRTIRIT » BT RZERM o ARSI B AR IE A AT AR FEIE - iRy
Hrie R B T B B A B AR BEYE (virtualicé réelle) 1 (76) ©
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AERE ¢ GE A KB - RS — ARG CREEEE)
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FIE IS A BUARE I -
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BUEGE I E B AR 5 (215) - @ CPYEIREE ) AUASIE 1 R EER 50
FRRS s S P S A T - (B DUEE S N IER P AV B A TR ESEE E 5
SRR YT - (P9 AREE ) B BRI SO E R PP Rl A E 5 I i 5%
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CRETFHACEE - N2 R L A SRR BB SUERA

FEE ENRAS T - PHEIREEAY " B SO AT SR H AR
%+ IEAN A% DU BE 22 A R i T L0 sl A SRR R NI T SR B I
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ORI S — RS —— H A S R Al A S B S — e
ERER A HE ST EE -
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destruction) * # & H oA R FE M T » 47 & — A HIE M A & (de-
structive creation) ° 218 % — F o4 AH @42 > AR L B RAT £ 6%
HERIRFKGHHBRE > KMNILFRL S04 128 #HeH
T RMRAFHHBRRE > F_FHHRRI GG BHEF

8 ML H AR SR 25 1895-1945 ) TR+ T ATRE R T BErEal o A S B AR AR
SERVIMR PR AE R B AR 1 PO e S U SR - (ELA 52 Sl i L A A e ol
L P RE R T NIPEHTER SRS e TR B e UL SERE L - EURAE RS B HIRE
THAH IR IEE 1 (13)

9 IEHEARAE I TE S ) —E IR E ] T REE 5 ( Colonial Baroque)—d » {HHHE
W SIEFE P ARSI A R B @AY TE RAEEER (164-91) » ARSI R K H
AL R R SRR o A JE IR TR0 se R ENE - ERETAUBE - SEMAYTE IR se Al
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LECER > BRI ZE) - ISHERFZ R > B85 — S (Louis-
Napoléon ) FE{RFiEZ #% Tt BLHT 2 ( Georges-Eugéne Haussmann ) ffiJEE0E
BERLBEI ISR - fECER Ry P ST R EA - 5577 0 R K
i OERUEREE BB AR - #E - AL —EE T S
PG ERRAER A P e B R R R - EANEE 5 — SR T e ¢
CEAG - BB IE R o MG A2 RN L Z i A 0 - SRRSO
B YRR v - ANIE R E B R MR O3 5 (HE#E 102) -
BRAA 5 ESCHRAE BE Ry 0 oAy - 9L P2 R MR S - T 12
7 S AN Bk R B OB 5T A 2 S (CZERIF B 296) 5 Rl Bk
Hhy - H A BIGE ARG T B P R AE B S AR OB BT FlE R - AR
AR R/t & AT i BRois b - s BB AEREAR T (2
I ERBAERIIGS ) 4) » AL S ALER T PR TG - GERE N
TR /N A R B B LR T A S

AR BT SRR TR (Victor Hugo ) fe 1 Z BV ER T SE HaT
HE I A B RIS MR —— I R 5 0 5 AR SRR i g e —
IR — R H AT B A B 15 AL R T T B I R PRBR A
SHECIRAYTE R (colonial modernity) » JREZEERTEIANE (belated
modernity) » KRy B H AR ERAHT o B L R A LB B Gy - 5|H
BRI E2 AT EEE (Le Corbusier ) FUBRAR T ZAEZE - sEMHIH RIAAME
Firag A s 22 (B DU il R B S v 2 — ) Y AT RBURF B0 2
SELLURTE IR © JE R AT R AR A Ay B AR s T S Al A S 00
il R AT AR o A -

(PHEIRAR ) Y SRFT A H IR R G BE 1 I —RF 22 - SR IIRIRG#E
i H AT SR R e W R SR IR B - R AN S R IR B
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B R Y R IR T AR o e JE i A — JE IR T w4 A
WK E i — BRI o ((F B E)41)
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B VSR i T 59— R 5 AT 58 — RS SR eT RE SR (R — R AT ¢ B
PR SE — HE ST A PR S EC R R B B s — IR kT » e - e
SRR R IIBRE - TR ERENTICE SR - S BENARE
FYZERTEER 5 BIAN HIERF AR —ABHT A 5 - fEB] REGRIR VIR 4 o
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= R EIL B IZER] - 3 ZBEE KRB HGE 2 G A EE A 88 IR R SR ]
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JASE » (P ELARAR ) fh B2 o P THIEY T A T 38 4 — /& — /M
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WATE ~ RHUHTEAZ 3 (65) o BREE 3 A5 B [l ) IS 1 2 % b 417 Ao A B
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1M+ SEREAREE AL AR R K 2 SRR A s T R B R E R - IR
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SeAHERYEZ22ROG 1 (83) - 1T FTERITAME A SRt — T A —REk
AAR B BRI 5 5 - — S [SH Ay - —FEE BT BRI G IR S
% g FESESEMSRFRIA ,(119) « HiaG AT ZARRIEHER & ~ duditt
REMVEEEY) ~ A SCRNAR TR - DIZERHIA - B RHaI 2
et » TR B AR REGE K (E 20 o (E8 L - GHERIIBIAME S
63) > By 5 £ - HriEREE (EDEMIGPIH) AR Eil kR — B
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ETE ARG E T TR E A - AR 2SR A
S o BUSEHE GRS NI S 1 S S AT R IR IR K
EIE SR T AE R R i A= —BvE sk - e R REE R
R WE BT S8 R R LUK G S B (63) - ART » SR SR &t
BEME - GEMTHAEREE R RB BRI RM RS | AR il
LT EEEAE MR AT - BREAE T EAR M T S B R AR E
(N —HEEg LI AR 22 ) - B E > BN EFE (postmodernism )T
PR — s EEE - RS R St S (i i ME N 2278 ) ( Learning
from Las Vegas )BIRZLGRK » IR B BB L R SRAH R E ST £
g RS T T ¢ T B b R B R — R A S A B A R
Jixl o WA R EA LA — L = F AR e i " i RS P AR R
b B BB Ay - S —EERE AN thatdd - &
B EEAMBIE YR AL  (Venturi, Brown, and Izenour 3) » BIAEFHY
LB N EEN 2 - HSEAN SRR 5 - A B
HEIRTF 2P 5 o 1 ISR - VUSRI (Robert Venturi ) S AW T
TR E (R - BRI R S MRl R P E R - RS
YRR (Las Vegas Scrip ) 1R BL ST 1 P Ratik Ay 7 Wi i 2 58 SR i KRR
FERg ] M« POWERYER TR EMNR - EORRYSREILH - SRR AE 2 AR
EARTHR o CIRIRLHTHE DT S5 ) SR8 R B e S SR A SRR R L i I 7% eI
A —HESHEARE R NTBRERZR) - WHH 7 EAMER R ER -
TR AE THE R AT SR/ 22 A - e MBEE EE AR > B

10 EEERE R G ERGE R TR L - T RBI AR ERSTE T - A
FHRE S HUE R LM e - B DRZERAR iiE T #1E S R R A A - MR E
Koo TEMERTENNE « st ~ BEEiNE » DB - S SO SV B A &
BUER T S S AR AT 3, - 8 B SRR F B A RIS o oo HH L
TR 8 B SR ORI - B U B8 R SRR PR R IR T 1 (1) -
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HRRATIE - 1518 I RE A S5 SR AR SR G~ A3 e A SR (AL
STAE DT RO AR T S - O S SR S IR IR DG RS2 ~ #UZ R - DU
KREXRETENR > Wi LmshZ B - SO ENER
AREZEEBRICATREIR » TR A A SR A R AR E B M 5=
B o PRAER ¢ TEREIMEAY SR A B RIE Ry T REAR G EERS  RHER SR
e 2 PO DURT B 22 AR R e ) SRR AR 2 - TS AL - thaF BT m] L
I T Y R S Ry — AR Ay B SR AU IR » 55— 5T - EVEERA]
A BB TR e e SRR AR A SR T 5y - 12 T S
BRFRLIRIEE HEH R IEERAER AN SR « i ingrg —
JE R NS E AR R B TR - A AR R TR SRR
LIB Yk - IERANEL - fr A nd Al vs = ke ) L e — R
FHRRIBS AR - VYR BT R INE BT B TR R E K
(143) - BFDUSEEE Ry (P9 E AR EH ) 2 i GEAR R ) i A R IR &
BT El———IH Y B R R FEE G AL e ST

B&&FERE LoRE - (BE)EEHEERRRKER ARFNET
TARRRA —AATAZE - KBRWOHE - REZ KB
#3 ) ( Dictionary of the Khazars)JX 7> @ B # H 4B A2E » H
AR EIE A SRR 5 F W T B s Rk o R EE 63
BAMEEL TR RZIIRE T ELP G TIE L - BEA
HRERRE - AERRE—IHERLATABS  BET-RE
ARBARATG L3 > Gi6 T —BRALTBAEAAKRGA > EiE
T — ek I e AR o

11 EBRBHR CPEEIRAS ) " JRARRE R R R T~ ot ull S B AT AT AR A RECETAY S S5l
WEHIRRIR L #E T (2014 4E 5 H 24 H ) « ARSI 85 [GRHIER DU EGREE HH A oL
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B K —fi 5+ " 120 BB BRI K - T R A SRR BE TR T AR IR
BEHEAKE - e BT REEE AR A SRR AR TE %
EYIYERR - QIR e EHR - EERIAEE 1 (505)
bl 58 Ay R R A R R Y 15 R T SRR ¢ a8 LR BT
AT R - REB/KE R RS E A T B BN - &
AR BAE B BT AP N TR 5 - B 55 T Sl Bl s R = Rk A
R BB T I AREREA - (B2 RS AR S AR KM
HEERIG E R 2 - RIS A PP IR ISR T - B R E R
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TRy 2 - AR HE RGBT T UG R B PRS- ST
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MM EILIE RS — B E R I 5 (V55 IREE ) IR B
BE ~ PERG ~ BT~ BRE—— I B R B DU TR B R A S T
TRMREENRBLIR T - SRR 0 NFFR/NRE R BRLUEE
ANEERN RBCE A - RIBBONGES P AYB A R BB E
F G R E R SRMGHS + 7S M R SR A A B R R % BR L
HRFEHUZ 2B EE BRI - RN A X RO 2 IEREL
R E ARG RAUA R ERR - TR S SR 2 — B Ry J
HyTERHER] - EREAEE AR B AREENRE - AN EEHER T
AIBR B AR o SERASEEAGIER TR EATT » Kifi 2%k
AR FFTAAAE 5 E RSN S B MR Bl - (R e M B A
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12 Pl A ( Giorgio Agamben ) TEBIIMRTE ) (Stato di eccezione) R Ky BIBMIBERIERITAAE
FIRE L ERURRE - T RIS P TE R B S B S B S AR RE B — R IRAY R S
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