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The New Regime of Cultural Governance and
State-Society Relationship: The Heritage Formation

of Bopiliao Historic District in Taipei
Chih-Hung-Wang"

Abstract

With the case of Bopiliao Historic District, this article discusses how the
structural conditions of an emergent regime of new cultural governance
transformed an anti-land acquisition protest into a historical preservation
movement. Under the restriction of legal framework and public interests
discourse, the end-result of preservation without residents was a failure for the
anti-demolition campaign, but a partial success for the preservation movement,
and leading to the production of a heritage site as a museum and a field for
cultural economy. The preserved place was rebuilt as a new public space with
selective aesthetic taste and memory. The new regime of cultural governance
was itself a product of nativization, the rising of consumer society and civil
society, politics of election, and the fierce competition among cities and

regions under globalization. This new cultural governance features
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self-reflexivity as the base of legitimacy, and develops with trends of civilizing
and enchanting, civility and economic utility that induce continual tensions.
And the author argues that as the Bopiliao example shows, the cultural

governance is an important field for the regulation of state-society relationship.

Keywords : civil movement, preservation, cultural heritage, cultural
governance, urban governance
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