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A Study on the Suffix “-garu”: 
Centering on the Conjuncture with Adjectives 

HUANG, Hung-hsin

Abstract 

Concerning the suffix “-garu”, some say it indicates the action of 

non-linguistic movement, some say it is used to control the changing 

process from internal emotions to external actions. As opinions vary, no 

unanimous conclusion can be drawn. 

Centering on adjectives, this paper tries to inquire into the suffix 

“-garu” and the problems correlated with it.  Our findings are as follows: 

1.       The words and phrases following “-garu” must have a property:  

when sparked by outside objects, they can draw forth the meanings 

of the adjectives in the deeper inside of the subject. 

2.       When we use “-garu”, the deeper emotions and feelings of the 

adjectives usually come to the surface, and become visible and 

apparent. 

3.       When we use “-garu”, the meanings of the adjectives will go 

deeper—beyond the state of “neutral”, into the state of “plus”. 

4.       Corresponding with the varying stages of our emotions and feelings 

are adjectives, verbs with “-garu”, “-mu” verbs, “-ru -maru” verbs, 

“-meru” verbs, and so on. 

5.       The differences between verbs with “-garu” and “--mu” verbs are 

very clear: the former still possess the nature and function of 

adjectives, the latter bear the function of verbs. 

Key words: emotion feeling, deeper inside, come to the surface, verbs 
with “-garu”, “-mu” verbs 
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