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Abstract

Objective: This study was designed to examine the differences on personality and behavior between male prisoners
with childhood-onset and those with adolescent-onset conduct disorders (CD). 

Method: We recruited 105 prisoners from Tainan Prison and 39 normal controls (NCS) from the local community.
According to the diagnostic interviews based on DSM-IV, prisoners were divided into three groups: child-
hood-onset (CCD), adolescent-onset (ACD), and non-CD (NCD). Data for the personality and behavior of
all participants were collected by using questionnaires and the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test (WCST). 

Results: The CCD and ACD groups did not show differences on the onset of age for crime, severity of antisocial
behaviors, perseverative errors measured by WCST, and several personality dimensions. 

Conclusion: The results did not support the validity of the DSM-IV criterion for the subtypes of CD based on age-of-
onset before 10.


