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When Beljing opera actors meet Beiguan opera: An
impartation project for Beiguan opera by Xiao-Yiao
Theater

Tsai, Chen-Gia'

Abstract

The communication and interaction between Taiwanese Beiguan opera and Beijing
operadate back to the period of Japanese colonization. Many performers of Beiguan opera
have learned acting techniques, music, and repertoire of Beijing opera, whereas very few
performers of Beijing opera have learned Beiguan opera. In 2005, an impartation project
for Beiguan opera was carried out by Xiao-Yiao theater, which comprises professional
young actors of Beijing opera. These actors learned (1) special repertoire conserved by
elder actorstrained in the period of Japanese colonization, and (2) an extensively revised
version of a Beiguan opera “Hong-Ni-Guan”. The aims were to capture the performing
arts of Beiguan opera at its zenith, and to create an opportunity for its rebirth through a
reform of acting techniques and librettos. In the process of learning, however, many
problems of performing styles emerged, which are discussed in the present study. The
collision of Beiguan opera and Beijing opera actors shed new light on the beauty of the
traditional folk opera. This impartation project provided valuable experience on the

transmission and reform of Beiguan opera.

Keywords : Beiguan, Beijing opera, impartation project, evolution
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