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The study on continuity of care system for children with chronic disease
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Abstract

A descriptive survey design was
adopted in this research. The subjects of
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sample were primary caregivers whose
children  with  chronic illness and
hospitalization for more than 30 days, being
confirmed for discharge by their physicians.
During this study, investigators developed a
questionnaire: Needs of Continuity of Care
for Children with Chronic Illness which was
used as an instrument to collect data. Data
collection was proceeded during 2000, May
through 2000, August. There were 113
effective samples used be analyzed.

The results were described as followed.
1.Most of children is male. The average age
was 4.33 years old. The mean of length of
hospitalization was 31.77 days. 2. The
income of most families was NT$20,000-
50,000, according last month record. Most of
the primary caregivers were mothers (54%),
then parents take care together (28.3%). The
average number of sibling was 1.87 for each
child. 3.The mean rating of quality of life
perceived by primary caregivers was 3.43
based on a scale of 1 to 5. 4. Most of
caregivers would like the service of home
care visit. However, over half of caregivers
didn’t want to send their child to sanatorium
center to receive such kind of continuity care.
5. There were 6.2% of caregivers who were
not confident in taking care of their child
after discharge. 6. There were 32 item of
home care needs identified by this study. 7.
Most of children had the ability to intake
through oral, more without assistance,
behave normally during the study. 8.
According to the assessment of nurses, most
of children didn’t need the assistance with
auxiliary or  supplementary  medical
materials.
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