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[0 Abstract[]

Due to continuous budget cutting and rising cost of reference database, it has become a general
concern for university libraries in Taiwan to develop strategies to acquire as many databases as
possible in a cost-effective way. The cooperative approach is considered as a possible solution.
The purpose of this study was to make proposals for this issue. Firstly, it surveyed reference
database collection of university libraries in Taiwan; secondly, it analyzed and explored
university libraries' needs and opinions regarding methods of cooperation. The result of the
questionnaire survey and interview showed that university libraries spent a significant amount
of money on the subscription of reference databases. It also revealed a high percentage of
duplication among libraries. All university libraries expressed the willingness to participate
cooperative program. To form regional centers was considered by most libraries as an
appropriate strategy to achieve the goal.
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Summary of Projected OhioLINK Costs

[ Athens Campus University Centers
[ Initial One-time [Annual Athens [Initial Annual
Athens Campus |Campus Costs University
Costs One-time Center Costs
University
Center Costs
Il Software $49,950 $52,281 $23,800 $14.571
DEC Il Hardware $17,585 $11,296 $19,321 $4,188
Networking-- $106,027 $16,714 $35,789 $5,337
CNS
Retrospective $15,110 NA $10,560 NA
Conversion
Total $188,672 $80,291 $89,470 $24,096
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