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Fig. 1. A schematic illustration of drift-fence
pitfall traps.
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Fig. 2. A comparison in community structure of ground-dwelling vertebrates among four microhabitats

in a subtropical montane forest in central Taiwan.
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Fig. 3. The distribution of relative abundance in
relation to ranks for the ground-dwelling
vertebrates in a subtropical montane forest in

central Taiwan.
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Abstract

We studied the community structure of ground-dwelling vertebrates, using drift-fence pitfall
traps, in a subtropical montane forest in the Fong-Huang-Ku Bird Park, Nantou, in the central
part of Taiwan, from August 1995 to May 1997. A total 18 species of vertebrates were
captured, including four species of mammals, four species of lizards, nine species of
amphibians and one species of bird. The relative abundance of the species showed a lognormal
distribution, suggesting that the vertebrate community was dominated by a few species of high-
abundance. Significant differences in community structure were found among four
microhabitats (bamboo grove, conifer plantation, natural forest, and open grass-land). Even
under the similar physiognomy between two bamboo groves, their species composition and
rel ative abundance were significantly different. We propose a protocol for using the drift-fence

pitfall traps in biodiversity studies to comply with the requirement of animal use ethic codes.
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