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This research aims to explore outbreaks of smallpox and spread of vaccination in
the nineteenth century China. This project takes smallpox as an example to partly
reconstruct the history of epidemicsin China, and to examine roles of government and
private sectors in preventing smallpox and offering medical, social and moral supports.
In so doing, it would not only be possible to map smallpox outbreaks in the nineteenth
century China, but also to reflect the characteristics of contagious disease crossing
boundaries of country, nation and species by putting the Chinese case in awider
global context.

Smallpox vaccination was successfully introduced into southern Chinain 1805.
Previous studies hold different views of its significance of interactions between China
and the Western civilizations in the nineteenth century. In order to fairly evaluate
vaccination in Chinese history, first, | examine the spread of vaccination, and its
difficulties in expansion through China. Second, | discuss multiple competition and
relationships between practitioners of vaccination and variolation. Third, | check
socio-political backgrounds of vaccination practitioners and supporters to gauge their
socia network in terms of advocating vaccination, and to delve into roles of officials
and merchants in establishing Chinese community hygiene affairs.
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