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Change of the Spatial Structure and Use of Shanghai Region since the Reforms - ( )

Abstract

Since Teng Xiaoping's 1992 visit to the southern China, dramatic changes have taken
place in areas of land ownership systems, land development- and financial-related decision
making power, provision of urban collective facilities, thus transforming what were
drastically different before late 1970s when the country was completely under socialistic rule.
Research undertakings on these phenomena include references, by investigators of this
project, following the text of this report. The effort is to continue the work started in
previous NSC research grands on the post-reform development of the Shanghai region, and
clarify the economic relationship between Shangha and Nanjing areas. is Nanjing areareally
economically predominated by Shanghai region? What are the mechanisms behind the
gpatial development of cities and towns along the mid- and lower-stretches of the Yangtze
river? We try to understand the mechanisms that determine regional and urban spatial
development in present China, a gigantic and intriguing country retracking from orthodox
socialism to a“market economy with socialist characteristics’.

By probing into the experiences of recent development in Nanjing and its nearby cities
and towns (e.g., Nanjing’'s urban development, development of township enterprises, the
Southern Anhei Economic Cooperation Region, and the success of the two obscure
townships—Erqgiao and Liudu, which turned themselves into China largest distribution center
for tea and timber), we try to illuminate the difference between Shanghai region and the
Nanjing/Anhel region interms of spatial development. Shanghai benefits from policies of
power decentralization adopted by the central government which treats Shanghai as the
spearhead of China's national economic take-off, while the other, like many other regions,
has to grow on their own. Interestingly, through establishing the Economic Cooperation
Region, the energetic growth of cities and towns on the mid- and lower-stretches of the
Yangtze can be observed in the 1990s. Not only do they extended their economic power,
they bypass Shanghai as the intermediary to connections with the process of global industrial
speciaization (e.g., the tire and golden foil township enterprises). These phenomena can
not be explained by conventional capitalism-based theories of local development. They are
among the most important findings of our investigation.

We focus our efforts on: 1. The spatial development of Nanjing since the reforms and
the influences of the development of township enterprises thereon. This helps our
observation on the differences between Nanjing and Shangha regions in terms of post-
reform development; 2. The interactions among local governments of Nanjing and
municipal/regional jurisdictions of Anhei province when coordinating their attempts to
promote local economic growth, especially their efforts in establishing the Southern Anhei
Economic Cooperation Region mechanism; and 3. The factors involved in the successful
development of the two small towns of Ergiao and Liudu in surpassing neighboring, more
strategically located, central government-supported cities to become nationa distribution
centers. These results of the project hopefully help illustrate the complexity and diversity of
patterns of local development observable in the great valley of Yangtze river, and contribute
to the further devel opment of theories of regional and local growth.

Keywords: Anhei, local development, mainland China, Najing, regional spatial devel opment,
Shanghai region, spatial structure, township enterprises, Yangtze river.
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