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Abstract

During the Japanese colonial era, the spectacular economic development in Taiwan

was well-known. However, little is known about how the income distribution. There

has been several studies about Taiwan’s income distribution, but almost all of them was

concerned about the distribution between Taiwanese and Japanese. In this study we use

the Land Tax Survey data to analyze the change in income distribution of Taiwanese in

the agriculture sector. During the colonial period, the colonial government has con-

ducted four island-wide Land Tax Survey from which we can compute the value-added

and capital share (land rent) of a particular land. These results in turn allows us to ana-

lyze the change of income distribution between land-owners and tenants. Our analysis

suggests that inequality probably widened as the economy developed.
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