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Malignant Mesothelioma from Occupational Asbestos Exposure
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Malignant Mesothelioma from Occupational Asbestos Exposure
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Malignant Mesothelioma from Occupational
Asbestos Exposure: A Case Report

Ting-Hui Wu', Chi-Hsien Chen™”, Jing-Yi Wu’, Jung-Der Wang™**,
Lukas Jyuhn-Hsiarn Lee**

Abstract: Malignant mesothelioma (MM) is closely associated with asbestos exposure; 98% of MM in male can
be attributable to occupational or environmental exposure to asbestos. Over the past several decades, the
incidence of MM has consistently increased throughout the world, which has become a global health issue. All
types of asbestos can act, as a carcinogen in the development of MM. Total ban on the manufacture, import and
use of asbestos has become a consensus among the developed countries. Taiwan currently bans the manufacture,
sale and import of crocidolite and amosite, but still permits the use of chrysotile on certain purposes, including
insulation industry, where the workers have the highest risk of developing MM. In Taiwan, very few cases
documented the association between MM and occupational asbestos exposure. Here we reported a male case of
MM who had been working as a pipefitter in a shipyard with occupational asbestos exposure for more than 20
years. We analyzed the case by using the criteria for diagnosing occupational diseases, followed by a brief

review of MM and its association with asbestos exposure.
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