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Life and Philosophy of Life:
Definition and Clarification

Yao-Ming Tsai"

Abstract

The focus of this paper is on life as an academic concept and philosophy of
life as a body of knowledge or a discipline, defining, clarifying, and examining
relevant concepts or questions.

The structure of this paper is divided into eight sections in terms of
definition, clarification, questioning, and examination. The first section,
“Introduction,” points out the theme and gives a general outline of the theme.
The second section, “What Is Life?”, brings forward in the forms of list and
succinct definition the most common definitions of life as organism in academic
cycle. In order to develop a better definition of life, this paper makes a critical
review of the above and, in a non-fixated and open manner, defines life as “a
coherent base, mechanism, or principle which manifests life as such a process of
life.” Such a definition not only avoids the deficiencies of narrowness, fixation,
and closure but also makes it a suitable foundation for investigating philosophy
of life, philosophy of religion, or Buddhist philosophy. The third section,
“Clarifying Life and Related Concepts,” makes a distinction among human life,
living creature, living entity, phenomena of life, livelihood, living, and death in
order not to confuse life with these related concepts. The fourth section, “What Is
Philosophy?”, concisely indicates what philosophy means from the light of
philosophy as a professional field. The fifth section, “What Is Philosophy of
Life?”, follows to define philosophy of life after discussing the concepts of life
and philosophy. Philosophy of life is “the study of life with life as its main

* Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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concern and philosophical inquiry and reasoning as the method.” The sixth
section, “The Relation of Life to Philosophy,” discusses the relation between life
and philosophy in terms of life to philosophy and philosophy to life respectively.
The seventh section, “Clarifying Philosophy of Life and Related Disciplines,”
makes a proper clarification among philosophy of life, biology, philosophy of
human life, life studies, life-and-death studies, and thanatology. By means of
contrast, this section makes the definition of philosophy of life clearer and more

2

intelligible. The eighth section, “Conclusions and Prospects,” summarizes the
key points of this paper and anticipates future discussions.

The main objective of this paper includes at least the following two points.
One is to offer a more rigorous and complete outline for the concept of life and
philosophy of life by way of philosophical writing. The other is to present
philosophy of life as less narrow than conducive to be connected with philosophy
of religion and Buddhist philosophy, open to the religious way of life practice,
and contributing to understanding the close relationship between theory and

practice on the topic of life.

Keywords: life, philosophy of life, death, life-and-death studies
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-7 &) F 57-81; Erwin Schrédinger, What is Life? & Mind and Matter, 3%k {4 =%
JE? ) MBI ABFE (S 3B KR > 2000 %) ; Kepa Ruiz-Mirazo and et al., “A
Universal Definition of Life: Autonomy and Open-ended Evolution,” Origins of Life and
Evolution of the Biosphere 34/3 (June 2004): 323-346; Abel Schejter, Joseph Agassi, “On the
Definition of Life,” Journal for General Philosophy of Science 25/1 (March 1994): 97-106; Y. N.
Zhuravlev, V. A. Avetisov, “The Definition of Life in the Context of its Origin,” Biogeosciences
3/3 (2006): 281-291.
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7 Reinhard Eichelbeck, “All the Colors of a Rainbow in a Worm or: What is Life?,” What is life?:
Scientific Approaches and Philosophical Positions, edited by Hans-Peter Diirr and et al., River
Edge: World Scientific, 2002, p. 1.
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1 John Swain, “Quantum Mechanics, Computability Theory and Life,” What is life?: Scientific
Approaches and Philosophical Positions, edited by Hans-Peter Diirr and et al., River Edge: World
Scientific, 2002, p. 340. 4 » HAR —RHX R0 T B XF - REFHBRMGHA
w H 4% i Fo Swain [ 4k 89 45 3% : Franz-Theo Gottwald, “Life: A Problem Inherent in the
Research Context,” especially pp. 27-28; Wolfram Schommers, “Truth and Knowledge,”
especially pp. 40-41, 61.
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"2 Franz-Theo Gottwald, “Life: A Problem Inherent in the Research Context,” What is life?:
Scientific Approaches and Philosophical Positions, edited by Hans-Peter Diirr and et al., River
Edge: World Scientific, 2002, especially pp. 28-34. #t4F » % B : Lindley Darden, Reasoning in
Biological Discoveries: Essays on Mechanisms, Interfield Relations, and Anomaly Resolution,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006; Marjorie Grene, David Depew, The Philosophy of
Biology: An Episodic History, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004; Hans Jonas, The
Phenomenon of Life: Toward a Philosophical Biology, Evanston: Northwestern University Press,
2001; Philip Kitcher, “Philosophy of Biology,” The Oxford Handbook of Contemporary
Philosophy, edited by Frank Jackson, Michael Smith, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005, pp.
819-847.

" 54w » 4B : Horst Freyhofer, The Vitalism of Hans Driesch: The Success and Decline of a
Scientific Theory, Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 1982; Mariam Fraser and et al. (eds.), nventive
Life: Approaches to the New Vitalism, London: SAGE, 2006.
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Springer, 2005, pp. 33-69. # AR X AK MEE & S E R TR HAARR  HHR > ek
BELAOFEL Bp R 51 A E R RS0 A B o (A oA RE oA R z"\éﬁi/‘ﬂﬁtﬁm }trm otk R
IR -



172 (B AW REEEHRE) B AN

FiEES - R - RILUSTRR A sy —ReES - 3 PEE IS - (Rt - 12
ARSI AR LR - P AAAE R BRE B 5k - DIERAER
PERERISNE - iR DU = I RERE ST » 5= IR LSRR
A RF R A BN - SCHGEITTT - BEATM BRI RL - RS RERARS
HIEHE - DURERERE S ER B A i A EBAVE - SR I - 4l
EAE ERMNEBFFAERTE - DU SRS RS s AR £ 2
P - 50 - AR A - AEREH A DISRERRIRRAT LR - BlE s
RAVBER N © SR Eav e BIEPSTE » WAE RS IR —
BERGEHY » MR LR DL R AR S F IR T SR B e esss - #1
an - AR BEIAERSER - PIEET - RS - BRON > FRNEEN —LE e
BN+ BT I — Lt B BT S ek - i a5 - BN
AR - T2 ] DAATAS S e UasbRAasaA) - 2t —2k - 51
PUEEFE S LAURE MR - TR S _LAOBRITERS - DURG
A e A e 2 TE TR 22 -

LIan 7B SAE TR A alE - I ERE D TR R S A e =
» BB IHEB AR an 5 - BRAIDU A Ay B RS Al SR AR
5 o FE L CHE &R - FEREH - AL EEBE R DETT SR
T - SRR RRGI B AT RER YRR - DU BB A F BRI ES 7T
B RES B Ay A a SR

2~ HifhE
Fo 7 ELA R S - SR R e RS - B2 s BATHHE
2S5 E(E -

HIL AR - BERIE A RER —EME—AY A - AR
H IS SRS — R s — I



UL A L R 173

HR - (EFERRRR A aT R ORIV IB M 2% ~ 0 ~ B - 8
A~ BT AL o RILAESRERRE - MESRAEHA SR D A ARG R Bl - Al
R PRI TS S e ~ A - BERE o A an B SRR K
FRERAE R - A0SRy TR MR - —URIEE R MR R B R
R BRERT - 175 R Ry PSR B RS 2B » KSR TRE
BOBEEBHGE] TR R - AlSE A B -

F= o AR TR  SEEA EENRE L S EE A a5
HUP R - DURAEAdn T A aes « A%5s - 2540 - siBHARRIRREE - (A
Iﬂzfﬁaﬁﬁt B ATRETY — NS E I ADEAHE A EE’J@%DZEU%T«%%

T GRIRE AR A LLH%&ETJ\WEI’J” CRIEAHE A PRI #EE A -

VY R HERE - SUERERYE - By KEUE Ry
ZEEBL A RS R AR (life itself) B4 apaIH T (life as such) -
[RIEL » FESRERIT » il PTREEE R AR i PASETE MU BEE AT #5242 Y
Frimsr BB - TERGIRZK - 1EBEEINES - FEFTFA
FEEURET o UHATE YRR FI  FEE Bl B B mi AL ﬁﬁu
Firakamity » R AERR A A VB S AR R -

T SRERA I o ERK e B SR AR i BB B AT TR T -
WRNBEEE= - —& » a8 BEdEE - ¥iE - i - 5
e - 5 BB BEEE HIZRAVERERIN - BiE e 4
T~ G ~ MIBOOERE) - =3 - Kdan @l - BRERE - it

AR o FEE S ERENEDL - BIERA KGR - BRI

' 54w » Reinhard Eichelbeck 2% % #rfe3tsh T A4 2B | 04 X F Wy HMBE—BH THE "5k
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7 fs|4e » 4B : Franz-Theo Gottwald, “Life: A Problem Inherent in the Research Context,” What is
life?, edited by Hans-Peter Diirr and et al., River Edge: World Scientific, 2002, p. 26.
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150 Verses (Amoghavajra’s Version), translated and annotated by lan Astley-Kristensen, Tring:
The Institute of Buddhist Studies, 1991, p. 27.
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7 B T4 B : Jack Li, Can Death Be a Harm to the Person Who Dies?, Dordrecht: Kluwer
Academic Publishers, 2002.
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2 faldw » 4B : Douglas Dix, “What is Life? Prerequisites for a Definition,” Yale Journal of Biology
and Medicine 75/5-6 (September-December 2002): 313-321.
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Philosophizing, Malden: Blackwell Publishing, 2001, pp. 13-15.
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T#wFE o AP RARRIL G E - Suzanne Guerlac, Thinking in Time: An Introduction to Henri
Bergson, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2006; Daniel Herman, The Philosophy of Henri
Bergson, Washington, D.C.: University Press of America, 1980; Horace Kallen, William James
and Henri Bergson: A Study in Contrasting Theories of Life, New York: AMS Press, 1980;
Leonard Lawlor, The Challenge of Bergsonism: Phenomenology, Ontology, Ethics, London:
Continuum, 2003.
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3 H B A 4R T 4 B : Masahiro Morioka, “Cross-cultural Approaches to the Philosophy of Life
in the Contemporary World: From Bioethics to Life Studies,” Genomics in Asia: A Clash of
Bioethical Interests?, edited by Margaret Sleeboom, London: Kegan Paul, 2004, pp. 179-199.
Available: (http://www.lifestudies.org/cross-cultural.html).
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