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A New Investigation of the Sentence- final
Particles Yu and Ye in Ancient Chinese
Based on Excavated Documents

Wu Hsuech —ju”

Abstract

The question of the relation between the sentence-final particles yu ( 8
/W)y and ye (4/ HR) has attracted great attention from scholars and incited
considerable controversy. On the basis of recently excavated documents,
this thesis reconsiders yu and ye by examining variation in character forms
during the Warring States period and the textual transmission prior to
the Qin. The conclusion is that during the Pre-Qin period, yu and ye were
variant graphic forms representing the same word. Owing to the transcrip-
tion of the texts from the Pre-Qin to the Western Han Dynasty, variant
forms came to be written as different characters and thus regarded as
distinct words. According to the conclusion above, yu and ye in the
documents handed down for generations represent the same particle, thus
the distinctions some scholars make between two words yu and ye is
illusory. T'inally, this thesis integrates the content of excavated documents,
the local graphic features of characters of the Warring States period, and
the spread of the texts in Pre-Qin period so as to investigate the patterns of

the distribution of yu and ye in the documents handed down from the

* Ph.D Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.

D .



bEhsad ety T ER LA OB R 81

Pre-Qin period and the diachronic development of this family of characters.

Keywords: sentence-final particles, yu, ye, excavated documents
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