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Abstract

The Tokyo sarin gas attacks, which took place in 1995 by Aum
Shinrikyo, was an important political incident shocking Japanese society
after WWIIL. Aum released sarin gas to attack Japanese society, the
purpose seemingly to overthrow the Japanese government; however, its
inner interactions and strategies were quite immature. The gap between
purpose and means of Aum continues to confuse us even now. This
article aims to explore its implication from the viewpoint of Japanese
Ultranationalism. This article intends to analyze this incident from two
viewpoints: first, to explore the inner interactions of Aum according to
the theory of authoritarianism, known as guruism, wherein followers
obey absolutely; second, to examine the intellectual structure of Aum, as
seen from the viewpoint of nationalism. Through such analysis, we can

examine why Aum had great impact on Japanese intellectuals.

Keywords: Aum Shinrikyo, Ultranationalism, Shoko Asahara,

Authoritarianism, Nationalism
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