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The Historical Turn: The Articulation of Narrative and
Social Science in Historical Sociology

Chih-ming Ka

Institute of Sociology, Academia Snica

Narrative is regarded as the epistemological "other" by many sociolo-
gists, who are eager to drive story telling out of their historical explanations.
Adhering to the reciprocity between narrativity and temporality, this paper
advocates incorporating the narrative mode into historical explanations in
sociology as asign of both methodological diversity and maturity. This ar-
ticle illustrates the compatibility of narrative understanding and socia sci-
ence explanation through the writing experience of The Aborigine Land-
lord: Ethnic Politics and Aborigine Land Rightsin Qing Taiwan.
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