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Social Carrying Capacity Investigation
in Xitou Nature Education Area

Ya-Nan Wang'® Li-Chen Lin? Pei-Cheng Chang® Kuan-Hsien Li* Chia-Pin Yu™

[Abstract] The research purpose is to investigate social carrying capacity of scenic spots in Xitou
Education Area (XNEA) that further estimates limited social carrying capacity of XNEA. The results
show that XNEA’s social carrying capacity should be limited to 8,700 arrivals per day. In this sense, only
seventeen days are over the limit during Jan to Nov 2013. In other words, XNEA could accommodate

more tourists in terms of social carrying capacity. The research suggests that XNEA should attract more
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tourists since not reach the limitation yet. Additionally, providing the crowdedness information of scenic

spots, distribution vehicles, real-time tourist flow monitoring system, and additional interpretive services

could contribute to tourists’ satisfaction.

[ Key words ] Carrying capacity, social carrying capacity, perceived crowding, visual approach
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