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Discourse of Obedience
after the English Reformation

Lee, Juo-yung

Abstract

Henry VIII (r.1509~1547) faced a crisis unprecedented after the English
Reformation. The English subjects, known for their obedience, voluntarily
gathered to demonstrate their dissatisfaction with Henry's religious and
economic policies. In the Pilgrimage of Grace of 1536, the ‘rebels’ considered
themselves as ‘pilgrims’, whose holy pilgrimage was to seek the King's grace.
This largest ‘gathering’ since the Peasants' revolt in 1381 could have turned
into a rebdlion, if the Tudor king, lacking military forces, has failed to
persuade his subjects. After the Reformation, Henry was urgently in need of a
new theory of order and obedience to replace the old one, which was based on
the worldview of Catholicism. William Tyndale's theory of non-resistance
fulfilled the needs of King Henry. The pilgrimage was dissolved under the
grace of the King. Tudor regime’s capacity for crisis solving is impressive.
The dissolution of the Pilgrimage of Grace explains the comparatively smooth
Reformation in England.

Keywords: Pilgrimage of Grace, theory of obedience, English Reformation, William Tyndale.
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