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A Study of “Ichiya”—from the Viewpoint of Painting

Fan, Shu-wen”

Abstract

Using Zen language and the mysterious atmosphere of Zen Buddhism,
Jun Ito, Meijun Chin and Jiro Kato solve the riddle of Soseki’s short
story “Ichiya”(One Night). And we are going to discuss this question
from the viewpoint of painting.

We find out that Soseki shows his philosophy and his inner world
through the framing skill of “leaving a blank”—the characteristic of
“Bunjinga”(the painting of literati) or “Nanga”(Southern Sung Painting).

As a matter of fact, Soseki demonstrates a condensed universe and
suggests the law of nature in this short story by the skills of
“Nanga”—emphasizing a few, rapid, rhythmic strokes rather than careful

delineation.

Key words: Nanga(Southern Sung Painting), leaving a blank, strokes

condensed universe

* Assistant Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature,
National Taiwan University
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