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Dan, Danshi, Zhi, Zhishi, Buguo,
Zhibuguo:
Chinese Adversative Conjunctions
Deriving from Exclusive Adverbs

Chang Li-Li*

Abstract

Many adversative conjunctions have emerged in Chinese during the last
thousand years, and most of them originate from exclusive adverbs. A detailed
examination of the historical development of dan, danshi, zhi, zhishi, buguo,
zhibuguo reveals that danshi emerges from lexicalization while the other five
adversative conjunctions, from grammaticalization. These five conjunctions are
derived from the evaluative function of exclusive adverbs, but their adversative
meanings appear based on the context. This linguistic change can also be found in
other languages; by observing these foreign words, a firmer grasp of this change is

therefore acquired.

Keywords: exclusive adverbs, adversative conjunctions, grammaticalization,

lexicalization, parataxis, hypotaxis, scope
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() tae ~ ZREEW tee > NG ILEE ~ (835 ~ MIBHEEELEZERI I » 73 BliEs |
H Konig (1991: 110) ~ Rudolph (1996: 346)Eid Inoue (2007: 7-8) ©

» J‘J%(E,rﬂ#‘*' (2000: 117) » B E it 42 8 5 B AR ARG RS B 12 2o i SRV HIHS AG S - 1T
PR EEE B [AE] fgs .
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(89) a. I wrote only [my family name].
RET R &K HK
[ZAFTHK -
b. I'd love to go, only ['m too busy].
KEE X RE R K K
[RBEEL > RAKRKET |
(90) a. Ich brauche nur [zwei Minuten. ]
[BAFER Y4 -
b. Das ist schon richtig, nur [dal} es dabei eigentlich nichts zu
AR E S R [HMARA]l e A2 Ee) AAFN &
spotten gibt]. (Die Zeit 1988)
BE A ( (BEFRAR) - 1988 F)
[RiaR A5 RATERAHETAREY o |
(91) a. Jan heeft maar [twee] honden.
Jan 153 R R
[Jan AAFEIREH - |

b. In het cenrum zijn de straten erg smal, maar [hier zijn ze breed].

i P T B AfE O FFOF 2 BR & EM R
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(92) a. Il boit seulement [de ’eau].
el R US
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b. Tu peux aller le vois, seulement [ne reste pas trop longtemps].
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suggested by a preceding argument as conclusion of the clause they introduce.”
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