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The Peach Blossom Paradise Lost and
Regained: The Narrative Devices of
Zhu Tianxin’s “Ancient Capital”
and Its Multiple Meanings

Chen, Chui-Ying”

Abstract

In “Ancient Capital” ( d&r&l), Zhu Tianxin ( £7X0) employs the device
of multiple space-temporality and sophisticated cultural allusions to under-
take multi-faceted reflections on the self, ethnicity, history, and the city.
Previously scholars have done a lot to explicate the meaning and implica-
tions of this work; nonetheless, much remains to be said about its narrative
strategies and aesthetic techniques. In order to dissect its aesthetic tech-
niques, this paper focuses on the fiction’s central allusions, namely, Tao
Qian’s (FFE) “Taohuayuan ji” ( Bk{EIHEC) and Kawabata Yasunari’s (/I [¥ig
BB The Old Capital ( 5#}). 1 concentrate on the central image of the
“Peach Blossom Shangri-la” ( Hk{EJH ) to reveal how the narrator, either
overtly or covertly, uses this cultural symbol to describe the processes as
well as the different levels of identification that she goes through: from a

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan
University.
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person returning to the “Peach Blossom Shangri-la,” to a pure passer-by,
and finally to a state of being abandoned. | demonstrate how the trans-
formation, extension, broadening and even deconstruction of the “Peach
Blossom Shangri-la” image is undertaken by Zhu to infuse the image with a
paradoxical quality of both being contradictory and complementary. In the
end, my goal is to lay out the twisted yet interconnected processes of the
image’s life-path in “Ancient Capital.” [ contend that the narrator is both
an embodiment of the “Peach Blossom Shangri-la” spirit, and a fake
“Wuling fellow” (& .A) at the same time; that she displays a distinctively
diasporic complex entangled with the loss and recovery of historical

memory, as well as the exile from and the returning to a homeland.

Kceywords: “Ancient Capital”, old souls, Pcach Blossom Shangrila,
abandonment complex, paradox
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