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Abstract

Many townships in Taiwan are launching the so-called cultural tourism in an attempt to
revive local economic development. Compared with the main lines of railroad, spur tracks are
important in the development of local towns, because they bring in tourists and vitalize the
economy. Spur tracks are important tourism resources, because along the tracks tourists are
able to experience the traditional industrial cultures. This research focuses on how local
communities make use of the industrial heritages to develop their own unique tourism. It also
focuses on the cultural and special commercialization resulting from tourism, and on the
influences of such commercialization on local development.

The research findings show that Town of Checheng has initiated new opportunities
since it began to promote cultural tourism in 1990s. Through cultural tourism, local
residents have rediscovered their own traditional culture, then preserved it, and re-positioned
with creativity. It shows that number of tourists has been increasing to bring about economic
benefits, including government subsidies which can be put to greater use, various kinds of
commodities which are abundant in local culture and very welcomed among tourists.
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