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“Self- identity” and “Gender Crossing”:
A New Interpretation on Jia Tan- chuen
in the Dream of the Red Chamber

Ou Li-chuan®

Abstract

This article analyzes Jia Tan-chuen, first via her “self-identity” and
then through the notion of “gender crossing”. By carefully interpreting
the major images about Tan-chuen, such as clear autumn ( /%K), phoenix
(BB, kite (JAZE), phoenix tree (1), plantain ( FE) jade chime ( T2%)
—all sharing the common characteristic of noble and virtuous ( Ei&), 1
posit that the core personality of Tan-chuen lies in willful aspiration ( 35).
In particular, after clarifying the symbolism of jade chime as objective law/
reason, the episodes about the confrontation of Tan-chuen and Aunt Zhao
are reinterpreted: This confrontation is not, in essence, one of class politics
{noble/vulgar) or blood orthodox (linear descent/concubine), but rather one
of wills and mentality (noble/base). This confrontation intensively reveals
the masculine law-reason characteristics of Tan-chuen, revealing her,

unconscious, ¢crossing-gender aspiration.

keywords: The Dream of the Red Chamber, Jia Tan-chucen, Aunt
Zhao, sclf-identity, gender crossing

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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