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The Species Composition and Distribution of
Earthworms in llan

I-han Chen, Chin-Han Chang, Jiun-Hong Chen’

Department of Zoology, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan 106, R.O.C.

Abstract

This investigation is the first time to survey of the earthworm fauna in llan county.
In this survey, we found 42 species belonging to 4 genera and 3 families in llan. In
addition to the 2 new species and 13 known species, the other 27 species could not be
identified. Earthworm distribution in llan is significantly affected by human activities.
Because most of the unknown species were collected in Nanau Shiang and Datung
Shiang , which most area remain under-development, we suspected that there will be
many new species in the place without exploitation. The exotic earthworm,
Pontoscolex corethrurus, is widely distributed in llan. We can find them in many places,
including Fu-Shan Research Station and Kuei-Shan Island. In some place, the exotic
earthworm would appear alone without any other earthworm species. It shows the
exotic earthworm might make impact on earthworm ecology in Taiwan already.

Key word: Earthworm, llan, Species composition

"Corresponding author, E-mail : chenjh@ccms.ntu.edu.tw



