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Abstract

In Taiwan, Wu Ming Yi is one of the most important writers and researchers in
nature writing. In his works, based on the compound eyes observation like butterflies,
he proposes his ecological ethics, emphasizing the accumulation of knowledge to
“understand” one’s mind. He opposes the view of seeing nature from sensual
perspectives only. In this thesis, this view and Wu’s accomplishments in writing is
regarded as “compound eyes aesthetics.” The thesis examines Wu Ming Yi’s emphasis
on the perspective of “ecocriticism” with the identity as a researcher and his dual
emphasis on the non-literary knowledge in his writing to explain the compound eyes
aesthetics in his works. It also examines the transformation in the meanings of the
compound eyes aesthetics from the changes of his prototypes. The thesis points out that
the dual view of compound eyes aesthetics composed of “senses and mind,” “sense and
sensibility,” from the changes of observation from “compound eyes,” “dual eyes” to
“single eye,” it not only allows people to understand “nature” but also the shifts in the
way of understanding “humanistic” memories by crossing boundaries. Moreover, the
collection of photography and essays Above Flame, hardly discussed by past critics, is
an important work that contains the above-mentioned way of seeing. Finally, from his
new work The Land of Little Rain, Wu discuss a man’s self-positioning not only from
the perspective of “spiritual evolution” but also the dimension of a “sense of belonging
to the land” to construct the ideal pattern of interaction between humans and nature.
Although there is no longer a particular prototype of seeing, this change is the new

development regarding the achievement of the practice of compound eyes aesthetics.

Keywords: Wu Ming Yi, Nature Writing, Compound Eyes Aesthetics ,

Ecological Ethics, Ecocriticism
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