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The “community consciousness” in Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi’s ideas of

“heavenly principle”

This paper intends to study the “community consciousness” in Cheng Hao,
Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi’s ideas of “heavenly principle,” and the socio-political
background of their “community consciousness.” Modern scholars are born in highly
individualized societies, therefore, it is very easy for us to neglect the strong and
special “community consciousness” of those Sung Neo-Confucian masters. This
project plans to study the “community consciousness” and “individual consciousness,”

the socio-political background, and to study how the Neo-Confucian masters turned

the traditional social ethics into “heavenly principle” with the help of a very strong
1



“community consciousness.” As “ethical man,” the Neo--Confucian masters did rely
heavily on the “community consciousness” to create their theory of “heavenly

principle” and the theory of human nature and “heavenly way” associated with it.

Keywords: Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi, Zhu Xi, community consciousness, heavenly

principle, social ethics, ethical man
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