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Abstract

This study focuses on how people
communicate in the virtual community,
how social networks are formed, and
how virtua community relates to the
community in the real world. As the
Western world attempts to revive the
sense of community through the virtual
community, in a society that lacks a
sense of community in the first place,
community networks can help people
develop a sense of belonging.
Research findings suggest that people
tend to establish rules and norms in the
virtual world the same way they operate
the real world. However, in the long
run, what will be the impacts of the
virtual community on the real world?
This study attempts to examine those
impacts in terms of socia networks,
electronic democracy, and collective
action.

Keywords: Virtual Community,
community networks, social
networks
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