FHEHARXE FZ+tH
2020 % 6 A 41-64

IAA Fhi-élllﬁ
*@;+ﬁ£m§F“MXﬁmﬁﬁh 35 4 4

#H8°

RS

ASERERE—SCREAT EERERRATT (pathos) FAREREATIR AR ZE TLVIRFRHIE S 3L

» BRI (BREO a5 /A (BB ARG T IR 1) - DUEEEWER Sl e 5 — AR RCR
@;‘l‘*ﬁ’]ﬁﬁ)’(f—’*ﬂi DIMREP (S SO Ry Tl » 55 e [FIRFHA AR SO P 5 (R R |

C ASCE R E AN R Ty T T EE  EL RS -EER TR W - 1R
ﬁlﬁamﬁﬁﬁﬂ‘ fil AR R U (DBRORAEAGETS ) B E E ORI - RSSO A
ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂfﬁiﬁﬁ (E3B) AR (EIR) F1Emn - DUEREE RS EREETES 0

E%fﬁiﬂﬂlmufﬁﬂ’]ér TERIBUCHE, B e - ZEEIRF A RUBE T 8 SR et & i g -
;ﬁﬁ;f Eah- S A R A A TSR R -

AT - BREXE BRI NEAE - ER

YL PRHIREFEXYA R EEARE



42 FPEHAAXE F=+-tlh

From Love Letters to Last Words:
Early 20"-Century Epistolary Literature in China
and the Rhetoric of Emotion

Fu-ming Lee™

Abstract

This paper re-evaluates the putative beginnings of first-person literature in modern China
by turning to the mute addressee (the reader or second-person “you”), in order to examine the
rhetoric of emotions (pathos) directed at this audience. Focusing on epistolary literature from
the late Qing dynasty to May 4™ period, 1 analyze the communicational tension between
addresser and addressee to show how this literary trope challenged how literary critics viewed
the function of the author-reader relationship. My discussion begins by contrasting Lin Shu’s
(1852—-1924) critical remarks on letter writing with Western views introduced by his contemporaries.
I argue that, in modern China, the epistle transformed from a genre that “expresses” the author’s
personal feelings to that “communicates” the author and reader in specific contexts.

My paper closes with a textual analysis that traces the epistle’s historical formation, led by
Lin Shu’s seminal translation of Alexandre Dumas’ The Lady with the Camellias (La dame aux
camélias); and later iterated and developed by Xu Zhenya’s The Jade Pear, Bao Tianxiao’s
“Letters to the Underworld,” and later works by the May 4™ female writers Feng Yuanjun and
Shi Pingmei. This textual history of epistles matures and culminates in a rhetoric in which the
letter writer leaves behind “last words” prior to death—the lasting effects of affect,

immortalized by the power relationship between addresser and addressee.

Keywords: epistolary literature, last words, rhetoric, narrative perspective, communication

** Fu-ming Lee, Post-doctoral Researcher, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica.
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Lydia He Liu, “The Deixis of Writing in the First Person,” in Translingual Practice: Literature, National Culture,
and Translated Modernity—China, 1900-1937 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995), pp.150-179. b3
B3R B R ERE > L “The Politics of First-person Narrative in Modern Chinese Fiction” (PhD diss., Harvard
University, 1990).

15 35 4 # Plato, Phaedrus, trans. Robin Waterfield (Oxford: University of Oxford, 2002).
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Chicago Press, 2000), p.36
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University of California Press, 1993), pp.9-19.
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All Species of Rhetoric,” in On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse, ed. and trans. by George A. Kennedy (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2007, pp.113-226.
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