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Viewpoint of " Ocean/Shore"
on the Development and Char acteristics of
Oceanic Prose Writingsin Taiwan

Wu, Min-min
Assistant professor, Department of Chinese
Literature, National Taiwan University

Abstract

Taiwanisan idand surrounded by the ocean, thusit is advantageous to devel op Ocean
Literature. Ocean Literature often is classified as a category of Natural Writing, which
requires the author to have actual natural experience. However, if only those who have
experience with voyages are supposed to write, it might inadvertently restrict the
development of such literature. In thisarticle, Ocean Literature is regarded as a sub-genre,
parallel to Natural Writing and Native Literature. The author reviewed the writing
involving ocean among contemporary prose, especially those written by Hong-Zi Liao and
Hsiya-man.Lan-po-an, two representative writers of ocean prose. The contents and
purposes of their writing were discussed. In addition, the author expanded the scope of the
Ocean Literature to cover writings by the ocean observer on shore who described their fine
imagination and deep feeling about the ocean. This review analyzed the humanism
inspired by the ocean, and proposed to reconstruct the figure of contemporary ocean prose.

Key words:Ocean Literature, contemporary prose, Hong-Zi Liao, Hsiya-man.Lan-po-an
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