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ABSTRACT

The so-called “Chinese Agricultural Silicon Valley”, the Yangling Hi-tech
Agricultural Industries Demonstration Zone in China’s Shan-xi province, is our
subject of investigation. Our purpose is to clarify the relations between the
bio-agricultural technologies, innovation systems and local development under the
current policy environment of marketization. We accept the relationship between
industrial type and innovation activities into the framework of analysis, which
probes into the interplay of the state policy, enterprises and the science/technology
workers under the historic/spatial context. We try to point out that the innovative
milieu is not a simple dichotomy between the freewheeling “laissez-faire model” and
the state-guided “centralized model”. In fact, it is a historical process of
articulation among features of technology itself and an endogenous motivation based
on historical accumulation of technology as well as its adaptation to the external
economic system.

The subjects of investigation are the so-called “Jinkun model”, “Zhungfu
model” and the “cooperative model of college and village”, which are all versions of
development contained in the demonstration zone. We attempt to understand the
particularities of the local development and the way the policies of the central
government connect to local implementation. Our conclusions are: 1) the historical
accumulation of research achievements in agricultural sciences provide the
technological possibilities for the various entrepreneurial and policy implementation
“models”, while the material benefits thus result work as the basic driving force; and
2) due to the short history of the demonstration zone, its real contributions to the
local economy are not yet clear, but, judging from the perspective of over-all future
local development, there are some rather discernable difficulties in terms of social,

financial and urban development.

Keywords: agro-biotechnology, innovative milieu, Chinese Agricultural Silicon

Valley, Yangling Hi-tech Agricultural Industries Demonstration Zone
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