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path dependence

Abstract

Three comparative case studies on Dongguan, Chenchun and Zhouzhuang imply that
based on the former role of dominating production and alocation, local government of China
has transformed into a main leading agent in local economic development rather than a
delegation unit of the central state under the reform policy. However, the developmental
strategies local governments take do not guarantee the devel opmental state they wish.
Whether a developmental act is successful isalinking process of the actors’ decision making,
the structural conditions of production and market, and the institutional spaces of the local
placesin a specific point of time and space. Moreover, once capital accumulation starts, the
local institution will self-reproduce and evolve incrementally to form path dependency.

Keywords: local development, local government, path dependency, Dongguan, Chenchun,
Zhouzhuang
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