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Trust Threshold Towards
Taiwan’s Representative Politics

Shoei-Po Lin

National Taiwan University

Abstract

Since the 2000 election and the regime change that followed, the proper
function of representative politics in Taiwan has been stalled. This stems from the
antagonism between ruling and opposition parties, and the stalemate that resulted
from the confrontation between administrative and legislative sectors, which in turn
caused levels of trust among the electorate to dip below the “trust threshold.” The
article urges major political parties in Taiwan's political arena and their leaders to
pay attention to the ten signs that warn of the failure to reach an adequate “trust
threshold”, and to utilize paradigmatic knowledge of governance to correct this
failure. This article also provides an in-depth analysis of the electorate’s political
behavior. When there is a low level of trust among the electorate, the “trust
substitution” phenomenon occurs. That is, the erosion of the electorate’s trust in
political institutions and their electoral representatives could lead to a sense of
disappointment and malaise. But it could also arouse a passionate desire to affect
political change: first, by forcing their elected representatives to regain the
electorate’s trust through strategic image management; second, by constraining the
authority and jurisdiction of their representatives or by resorting to other
mechanisms to break through the bottleneck caused by political conflicts. Thus, by
asserting their natural and constitutional rights, the political activism of the
electorate enables them to directly demand policy responsiveness.

Keywords: trust threshold; trust substitutes; providentialism; initiative;
referendum.
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