The experience and meaning of making hospice care
decisions for Taiwanese cancer patients and their families
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Abstract

This study explored the experiences of end-stage
cancer patients and their families. Interview data of
10 family members of expired cancer patients was
analyzed using qualitative methods. Through the
perspectives of medical sociology, this study found
that the current structure and formation of “An-Ning
Care” or pdliative care in Taiwan unfortunately
created discontinuation and isolation regarding five
important aspects of patients lives. These aspects
were: their familiar environment, their family, their life
as a continuous whole, the community resources, and
other losses of control. Recommendations were

made to strengthen community-based palliative care.
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