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An Economic Analysis on the Ta Tsu Right

During the Ching dynasty, most of the Taiwanese lands had two owners, ta tsu (large rent
right) and hsiao tsu (small rent right). This system is often regarded as backward and
inefficient, and it was abolished by the Taiwan Government General in 1904. From the
Land census data of 1903, we find that (1) southern Taiwan had more ta tsu than northern
Taiwan, (2) the ratio of ta tau rent to output of a high quality land is higher than a low
quality land. The first fact can be used to explain why Governor Liu encountered more
resistance in southern Taiwan when he engaged the land reform in late 1880s. We also find
that in the early Japanese colonial period, the average area of land in southern Taiwan was
higher than the north. This implies that land reclaimer of southern Taiwan in early Ching
owned larger area of land, and hence he had to seek other people to reclaim the land. We
argue that this is the reason why ta tau was so popular in Ching Taiwan.

Keywords: Ta tsu right, hsaio tsu right
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