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Study on the Community Rehabilitation Services
for the Mentally |ll Operated by the Hospitals

As the ideal treatment for the mental illness, it requires not only the medical intervention based
on diagnosis and symptom-control, but also the follow-up community rehabilitation for those with
regular out-patient services. The pro for a grassroot agency to operate the community mental
rehabilitation programs is flexibility, and the con will be its limited resources. In nowadays Taiwan,
psychiatric hospitals pay more attention on community medicine, and develop their community
rehabilitation programs, such as a “therapeutic community” or a“supportive employment program” by
Yu-Li Veterans Hospital. According to the 2002 mental health statistics, in Taiwan, there were in total
62,992 patients listed as the mentally ill living in the communities. However, the community mental
rehabilitation programs are not popular, and most of them have been operated under the auspice of
hospitals due to the subsidy policy of the Health Department and the strict construction regulations
further putting a non-medical agency in a disadvantaged position.

Five public hospitals have been chosen to study their affiliated community
mental rehabilitation services. Through content analyses of program documents,
participatory observation of program implementation, in-depth interviews of program
informants and experts’ meetings, the following research purposes shall be served:

Q) To study the context of the community rehabilitation services devel opment,
and how the total institution such as psychiatric hospitals might offer alternative
interaction model with their patients through those programs,

(2) To analyze the role played by the social work profession in the medical team in
charge of the community mental rehabilitation services, if thereis any,

(3) To understand how different professions in the team perceive the role of the
patient’s family members, are they different? And how do they in turn affect the
family member’s perception of the professional services?

It is found that those community rehabilitation programs do open a window for
aternative physician-client-relationship, while it's not strong enough to transform the
existing structure. Social Work as a member of the professional team, plays no unique
role. The family of the mentally ill is perceived as a care extension of the hospital,
they comply the professional expectation passively.

Key words: Community mental rehabilitation, Psychiatric hospital, Mental health, the

Mentaly ill, Professional role
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i (30.569%) (78.65%) (61.099)
o 262,524,048 354,884,726 448,935,033
fﬂ 2 59/59 184/188 255,758,983 70/79 160/203 /612,631,776 95/97 206/246 /651,495,832 90 183 /653,165,700
e (42.859) (54.479) (68.73%)
lﬁllﬁ% 24,575,404 27,067,514 43,908,123 68,598,908
%ﬁ & 7/59 20/184 /255,758,983 8/70 22/160 /262,524,048 9/95 18/206 /354,884,726 10/90 23/183 /448,935,033
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