The social support and relative factors of the
infertile women during in vitro fertilization treatment
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Abstract
The purposes of this study were to explore
the social support system and the relative
factors of infertility women during in vitro
fertilization treatment. Under the survey
design, we collected the datain amedical
center of northern Taiwan. The subjects were
the women who received in vitro fertilization
teatment. The total subjects number were 60.
The instrument were Norbeck Social Support
Questionnaire and interview guide. The
findings: The social support functions were
included instrument, emotion, evaluation,
and information. The network of social
support system were included couple, parent,
parent in law, sister, friend, colleague,
medical member and others. The major
subsystem was couple and medical member.
The coupl€'s functions were instrument and
emotion, especially in housework, empathy,
encourage. The medical member’s function
were information, emotion and eval uation.
They didn’t want parent in law and friend
involved the treatment. Because they
perceived it was a privacy about their
infertility and treatment.
Keywords: social support, social support
function, socia support network,
infertility, in vitro fertilization,
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